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Bible Reading Plan 

Week 44                                
! Ezekiel 16-18; John 6                                  
! Eze 19-21; Ps 84; John 7 
! Eze 22-24; Ps 134; John 8 
! Eze 25-27; Ps 85; John 9                                  
! Eze 28-30; John 10

Leading Services 

Announcements: Mike V.

Morning: 
Song Leader: Zack V.

Opening Prayer: Roger H.

Lord’s Table: Larry L.

Asst By: Richard L. / Ron V.

Closing Prayer: Ben V.

Evening:
Song Leader: Tony Y.

Opening Prayer: Bob C.

Closing Prayer: Bill G.

Scripture Reading: Larry L.        
(Joel 3.17-21)

Sermons:  

AM: Danger of the Double-Minded                                               
PM:  The Emotion of Pride

EAST CAMBRIDGE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST  

“A first century church in the 21st century”

Don’t Quit Praying 
Jesus knows us. He knows our weaknesses and tendencies. He knows 
our strengths and successes. A warning from the mouth of one who 
knows us so well should carry much weight. So what does Jesus warn 
us about in times when we “lose heart”? “Men ought always to pray 
and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1). Don’t quit praying!  

Jesus tells a parable to illustrate the principle (Luke 18:2-5). A widow 
requests justice from a judge, who for a while refuses to act. However, 
the widow’s persistence finally leads him to avenge her “lest by her 
continual  coming  she  weary  me”  (  Luke  18:5).  We must  learn  the 
lesson well from this determined widow: don’t quit praying!  

Don’t  quit  praying  because  God hears!  Often  our  discouragement 
stems from a feeling of inadequacy in our prayer: God hasn’t helped 
me,  and I’m not even sure my prayers  go higher than the ceiling. 
Never forget that as long as we are living as we should (1 Pet 3:12), 
God hears our prayers!
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Don’t Quit Praying 
There is  no question this  judge heard the widow’s  request-the text  says  he simply  “would not  for  a 
while” (v. 4) do what she asked. Further, when Jesus applies this parable to our prayers to God, He asks, 
“And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with 
them?” God always hears the cries and requests of His children! Though we may think God has forgotten 
about us when our prayers are not immediately answered the way we’d like, we must never lose heart! God 
speaks directly to such a mindset and says “men ought always to pray and not lose heart” (v. 1)! Don’t quit 
praying; God hears! 

Don’t quit praying because God rewards persistence! What finally got the judge to act? “Yet because this 
widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me” (v. 5). The continual, 
persistent asking of this widow got her what she desired.  Can the same be said of our prayers? Her 
persistence made this woman more powerful and influential than the greatest of men, whom the judge 
had no regard for (v. 2, 4). Making the application, Jesus speaks of the elect of God “who cry out day and 
night to Him” (v. 7), adding that as a result God “will avenge them speedily” (v. 8). An earlier parable of 
Jesus tells of a man going to his friend at midnight to ask for food, and only receiving it because of his 
continued asking. Of that man, Jesus says, “I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because 
he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs” (Luke 11:8). 
Like the characters in these parables, God rewards persistence in prayer! Please understand that God is 
not saying that we can nag Him into giving us whatever our heart desires. Rather, when we genuinely need 
something and continually trust that He is the way to receive it, He is more likely to give it to us. If we 
ask for something from God once, then forget about it, do we really need it or truly trust He will provide 
it?  Remember,  “The  effective,  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous  man  avails  much”  (James  5:16),  but  the 
occasional, haphazard prayer of a lukewarm man accomplishes little. Don’t quit praying! God rewards 
persistence!  

Don’t quit praying because God desires faith!  Isn’t it faith that buoys us through the times when we lose 
heart and strengthens us to keep looking to the Father? Despite the fact that our prayers might not be 
answered--or answered in a way we prefer--can we keep asking and trusting? Jesus, having told the parable, 
laments, “Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). 
Faith is God’s desire. When cancer has taken our loved one, can we pray that God will heal someone else 
with cancer, truly believing He can and will? When we have failed in temptation so many times, can we 
ask Him for help and forgiveness, truly believing we can overcome with His help? When life is hard, when 
money is tight, when people are angry, when we can’t see our way, do we trust and look to our God? “But 
without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb 11:6). God knows about all that life contains, but still 
desires us to trust Him! Take your problems to the Lord… “casting all your care upon Him, for He cares 
for you” (1 Pet 5:7). Whatever you do, don’t quit praying! God wants you to believe!  

Remember that stubborn widow--a character Jesus used to illustrate our stubborn devotion and trust to 
God.  A dogged determination to appeal  to our  Father  will  be rewarded.  Jesus  knows us  better  than 
anyone, and His prescription is more prayer. Don’t lose heart! Don’t quit praying!  

~ Jacob Hudgins 
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