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Bible Reading Plan 

Week 32                                                            
! Hosea 1-3; Mat 16                                   
! Hos 4-6; Ps 58; Mat 17 
! Hos 7-10; Mat 18 
! Hos 11-13; Mat 19                                      
! Hos 14; 2 Chr 26-27;        
Ps 61; Mat 20

Leading Services 

Announcements: Ron V.

Morning: 
Song Leader: Bill G.

Opening Prayer: Tony Y.

Lord’s Table: Zach V.

Asst By:

Closing Prayer: Ben V.

Evening:
Song Leader: Ron V.

Opening Prayer: Zach V.

Closing Prayer: Richard L.

Scripture Reading: Larry L. 
(Zechariah 9.9-17)

Sermons 

AM: Faith vs Doubt 

EAST CAMBRIDGE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST  

“A first century church in the 21st century”

Salvation 
Man is saved by the grace of God. The scriptures plainly state, “For 
by  grace  are  ye  saved…”  (Ephesians  2:8).  Grace  is  “the  idea  of 
kindness which bestows on one what he has not deserved” (Thayer’s 
Greek English  Lexicon).  Hence,  man is  saved by  the  kindness  of 
God; man does not merit salvation through his works (Romans 3:23; 
4:4).

God saves man by grace through the redemption, or forgiveness of 
sins,  that is  in Christ Jesus (Romans 3:24;  Ephesians 1:7).  When a 
man sins, he forfeits all rights to heaven; he is dead in trespasses and 
sin (Ephesians 2:1). He is condemned by “the law of sin and death” — 
you sin, you die (spiritually)! (Romans 8:2). If he never sinned again, 
he  would still  be  a  law breaker  and dead in  his  trespass  and sin. 
Hence, if he is ever saved, it will be by the grace of God; he must be 
made  alive  through  the  forgiveness  of  sins  found  in  Jesus  Christ 
(Ephesians 2:1,5). All have sinned (Romans 3:23); all must be saved by 
grace through Jesus Christ (Romans 6:23).
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Salvation by grace 
While many profess to be saved by grace, many fail to understand what “salvation by grace” means. Many think one 
saved by grace must do nothing to be saved; “salvation is ‘not of works’” they say. While I, too, believe we are saved 
by grace and “not of works,” I do not think “salvation by grace” means we are saved unconditionally; God has given 
commandments that we must obey to be saved (Hebrews 5:9). “Salvation by grace and not of works” means we do 
not merit salvation through our deeds; it does not mean there is nothing we need to do to be saved.

Noah was saved by the flood through grace (Genesis 6:8).  Furthermore, Noah was saved by the flood by grace 
through faith. The Hebrew writer commended Noah for his faith and attributed the salvation of his family to his 
faith (Hebrews 11:7). However, does anyone think Noah would have been saved by the flood if he had not prepared 
the ark as God instructed? Though saved by grace, Noah had to do something — he had to build the ark; he had to 
build it in the manner God  commanded; Noah had to obey God to be saved by grace. Even so, those who seek 
salvation by grace through Jesus have to do what God says to do to be saved.

Jesus said, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 
16:16). Jesus’ instructions for salvation are plain and simple — man must believe in Him and be baptized to be saved. 
Baptism is  not the end of the process,  but the beginning of a new life of righteousness in Christ (Romans 6). 
Commanding one to be baptized is no different than commanding one to believe or repent. It is something that one 
must  do,  but  it  does  not  negate  salvation  by  grace.  One  baptized  into  Christ  (Galatians  3:27)  is  baptized  for 
remission of sins and in the name of Jesus (Acts 2:38). In doing so, one recognizes he is not earning his salvation. He 
admits he has sinned; why else would he be baptized “for remission of sins”? By being baptized “in the name of 
Jesus,” one acknowledges that he is dependent upon God and Christ for his salvation. Far from negating salvation by 
grace, baptism as taught in the scriptures affirms salvation by grace.

Consider Titus 3:4-5: “But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” There is little or no difference between “mercy” and “grace” when used in the New 
Testament and when speaking of  salvation.  In this  passage Paul  is  again affirming that  we are  saved by grace. 
Furthermore, Paul declares our salvation is “not by works of righteousness which we have done.” We are not saved 
by our own righteousness; we are not good enough and cannot do enough good works to save ourselves. When we 
have done all that we can do, we are still unprofitable servants (Luke 17:10) and are dependent on God’s grace or 
mercy to save us. So how does God’s mercy save us? The answer: “According to His mercy He saved us, through the 
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.” God’s mercy saves us through the washing of regeneration 
— a washing that brings about a regeneration, or a new life. Baptism for the remission of sins and in the name of 
Jesus washes away sin (Acts 22:16); not by putting away the filth of the flesh but the answer of a good conscience 
toward God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1Peter 3:21). Through baptism we are raised to walk in newness 
of life with Christ (Romans 6:3-5).

Just as clearly as the scriptures avow that one is saved by grace, they also teach that one must “do the will of the 
Father” to “enter into the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Throughout the gospel, those who asked what to do 
to be saved were told something to do (Acts 2:37-38; 9:6; 16:30-34; 22:16). All of them believed, repented, and were 
baptized in the name of Jesus to wash away their sins. Yet, they were all saved by grace.

If  salvation  was  dispensed  wholly  by  grace  without  man  having  to  do  anything,  salvation  would  be  universal 
(everyone saved) or by the arbitrary selection of men by God. The scriptures teach neither universalism nor the 
arbitrary selection of men by God for salvation. They teach that “whosoever will” may come to Jesus and be saved 
(Matthew 11:28; John 3:16; Revelation 22:17). However, not all will come so that they may be saved (Matthew 7:13-14). 
Through our obedience we come to Jesus and are justified by God’s grace (James 2:21-26).

~ Harold Hancock
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